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Sunday Update 
March 15, 2020 

 
 
Dear Members of Providence Church,  
 
Thank you for your patience in waiting on this announcement.  We have been working 
hard to get it right, even as the information changes by the hour. 
 
After much prayer and deliberation, the Elders of Providence Church have made the 
difficult decision to suspend in-person services for the month of March (March 15, 22, and 
29).  There will still be a livestream that you may access HERE.   If you are struggling, we 
want to shepherd you through this time. The church offices will remain open this week to 
provide counsel for those that need it.  In addition, we encourage you to reach out to your 
small groups for mutual support. 
 
**If you feel strongly that you should attend church on Sunday, we will not prevent you 
from coming to the sanctuary to participate in the livestream at 10:30am. 
 
How have we come to this decision? 
 
Corporate worship is extremely important and we are exhorted not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together (Hebrews 10:25).  The reason for this is that we 
are called to provoke each other to love and good deeds lest we grow cold in our 
faith.  This is the most important thing we can do.   To cancel a service is not a 
decision that should be taken lightly and we have given much thought to this.    We 
have searched scripture, reviewed what likeminded churches are doing, 
researched church history, prayed, and discussed for several hours before coming 
to this decision.   Below is an abbreviation of our discussions. 
 
Honoring our Government 
Romans 13 called us to honor the governing authorities.  While we have not been 
mandated to cease meeting (as some other states have done), we are strongly urged by 
our governor to suspend services. It may not be long before this request becomes a 
mandate. 
 
Honor One Another 
1 Peter 2:17 (ESV) Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor. 
 
It is important to know that mature believers can have different opinions on this and that 
we must honor one another.  The Elders have wrestled through this difficult decision.  We 
trust that the Lord is working in each of us and that we are seeking to honor God in how 

https://www.facebook.com/providenceduluth/
https://www.facebook.com/GovKemp/videos/200185134582711/
https://www.facebook.com/GovKemp/videos/200185134582711/
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we lead our own families.   In our responsibility to lead the church, we have come together 
as elders to seek the wisdom of God, the Glory of Christ, and the edification of the saints.   
 
We expect that many of you will have questions or concerns about this decision.  Please 
feel free to reach out to any of the Elders. 
 
Act with Wisdom 
The book of proverbs offers some helpful insight on how to work through these issues.  

• Proverbs 28:26 (ESV) "Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks 
in wisdom will be delivered.” 

• Proverbs 14:15 (ESV) "The simple believes everything, but the prudent gives 
thought to his steps.” 

• Proverbs 13:16 (ESV) "Every prudent man acts with knowledge, but a fool flaunts 
his folly.” 

• Proverbs 22:3 (ESV) "The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple 
go on and suffer for it.” 

 
There are many more passages that could be included but this indicates that we should 
not trust in our own instincts, intuition, assumptions, etc.  Also, we must be discerning 
and not just believe whatever we hear. Rather we should seek knowledge and let that 
knowledge govern our actions.  This knowledge is biblical truth applied to the facts of the 
situation as best as we can ascertain.  When there is danger, it is prudent to take actions 
to avoid that danger if possible (unless God commands otherwise).   
 
What does that look like in this situation?  

1. According to all credible sources of information, COVID-19 is a serious disease, 
especially for the elderly with underlying health concerns.  Although, most people 
will only experience mild symptoms and make a full recovery. 

2. It is likely that this virus will make its way through the population.  
3. If we can take steps to slow down the spread of the virus, our health system will 

have a better chance at being able to treat it, potentially saving many lives. 
4. People are contagious before they ever show symptoms. 
5. The main way that the virus is spread is through the air and personal contact.  
6. Large, concentrated gatherings of people accelerate the spread of the virus. 

 
Many organizations have suspended large gatherings at great cost. Therefore, it is wise 
of us to pay close attention the the underlying reasons for their decision.  Could all of this 
be an over-reaction?  It is possible, but the likelihood is that there is good reason and it 
is wise to be cautious. 
We want to be clear that godly men have come to different applications.  We are not 
accusing anyone of being a fool for making a different decision.   
 
Don’t Panic, Worship God 
Isaiah 45:7 (ESV) "I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create 
calamity; I am the Lord, who does all these things. 
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God has called us to worship Him in every circumstance.  We acknowledge that our very 
lives depend on him.  We live to do His will and exalt His name among the nations.  
 
The circumstances that we are facing are unique to our generation (though not unique to 
history).  The COVID-19 Coronavirus that is sweeping the world is a new virus that we 
haven’t faced before.  But this virus is in the hands of the LORD.  His purposes for it will 
be carried out.  He is causing all of this to accomplish the good of those who love him.   
 
It is possible to be overly consumed with this issue and forget God and His call on our 
life.  While, we should seek to understand the issue and take precautions, our primary 
concern is to do the will of God and trust him.   
 
It is possible to be prudent without being anxious and fearful.   
 
Love your Neighbor 
1 John 3:16–18 (ESV) 
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers.  
17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him?  
18Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 
Our decision is coming from love for our church, our neighbors, and our society. There 
are many ways that we can love our neighbor at this time.  Start by praying for their soul.  
Look out for their physical well-fare.  Wash your hands and keep a safe distance.  But be 
careful that to not allow fear to turn us inward, but rather, let us walk by faith and work 
through love.  Inordinate fear often points to a selfish heart.  Let us not use this as an 
excuse to focus on wants and desires.  Rather, may this virus galvanize us to loving action 
on behalf of others.  The Church should be exemplary in this.  
 
Use this for the sake of the Gospel.  Many people will be more open to the Gospel 
because of this.  Let us pray fervently that we would all take the opportunities to give 
Good News to perishing souls.  
 
Much more will be said, but we will conclude this message with the following quote from 
Martin Luther (copied from a Facebook post):  
  
One of the most devastating pandemics in human history, wiping out 75-200 million 
people. A form of bubonic plague that spread in Europe during the 14th century, wiped 
out a quarter of the population.  
Martin Luther wrote about how to approach life during a similar outbreak in his time, 
 
“You ought to think this way: “Very well, by God’s decree, the enemy has sent us poison 
and deadly offal. Therefore, I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, 
help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it.  
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I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become 
contaminated and thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as 
a result of my negligence.  
 
If God should wish to take me, He will surely find me and I have done what He has 
expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of 
others. If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place or person, but will go 
freely.” 
 
May God bless us with great faith to do His will during these trying times,  
 
by His Grace,  
 
The Elders of Providence Church 
 


	Sunday Update

